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BACKGROUND  
 
I received my Ph.D. degree (1984) in Molecular Biology under the tutelage of Dr. James A. Lake at UCLA. My 
research focus was the structure and function of ribosomes. I was a Damon-Runyon post-doctoral fellow with 
Nobel laureate Dr. Elizabeth Blackburn (1984-1987) at UC Berkeley. My research focus was the structure and 
function of telomeres. My current field of study is the used of self-assembling DNA nanosystems for diagnostic 
and therapeutic purposes. 
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